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to withdraw this advice if the authorities suspended
collections pending negotiations, I venture to suggest
that this is not a matter which can be dismissed so sum-
marily as your wire has done* The controversy in the
United Provinces is of long standing and involves well-
being of millions of peasantry known to be economical-
ly ground down.

"Any Government jealous of the welfare of the
masses in its charge would welcome voluntary co-opera-
tion of a big body like the Congress which admittedly
exercises great influence over the masses and whose
ambition is to serve them faithfully and let me add that
I regard the withholding of payment of taxes as an
inalienable, ancient and natural right of a people who
have exhausted all other means of seeking freedom from
an unbearable economic burden.

"I must repudiate suggestion that the Congress has
the slightest desire to promote disorder in any shape or
form* A? to Bengal, the Congress is at one with the
Government in condemning assassinations and should
heartily co-operate with Government in measures that
may be formed necessary to stamp out such crimes. But
whilst the Congress would condemn in unmeasured
terms method of terrorism, it can in no way associate
itself with Government terrorism as is betrayed by the
Bengal Ordinance and the acts done thereunder, but
.must resist within the limits of its prescribed creed of
non-violence such measures of legalised Government
terrorism I heartily assent to the proposition kid
down in your telegram that co-operation must be
.mutual* But your telegram leads me irresistibly to the
conclusion that His Excellency demands co-operation
from the Congress without returning any on behalf of
-Government*